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CHEARS Gardeners Prepare for Spring Plantings

by Barbara Hopkins

Greenbelt homeown-
ers aren’t the only people in
town inspired by the recent
warm weather to get out to
the garden. The Chesapeake
Education, Arts and Research
Society’s (CHEARS) Three
Sisters Demonstration Project
in Greenbelt, funded by the
Greenbelt Community Foun-
dation, is making progress in
establishing three gardens in
different sections of the city.

Margaret Cahalan of
CHEARS reports that four gar-
den boxes were constructed at
a workshop held on Sunday,
March 28. Plans are to estab-
lish raised beds in three areas
of the city: near the flagpole
by the Community Center, at
Schrom Hills Park and near
the Springhill Lake Community
Building.

Native Roots

The project’s concept is
based on the historical gar-
dening style of some Native
Americans, who planted beans,
corn and squash together in the
same bed with the knowledge
that each plant type contributed
to the success of the whole gar-
den. Such practices are contin-
ued by some gardeners to this
day. The corn provides support
for the climbing beans, which
feed the soil through nitrogen-
fixing bacteria associated with
their roots. The squash pro-
vides shade that keeps the soil
cool and moist and its spread-
ing habit helps deter weeds.
Cahalan uses the Three Sisters
Garden concept as a metaphor
for different neighborhoods of
Greenbelt each contributing
something to the city. She
said the idea is to plant the
beds with vegetables, which
may include beans, squash and
corn. While the area has cer-
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Maggie Cahalan speaking and Kim Walsh to the left in audience at square foot garden
workshop in Community Center.

tainly had a preview of summer
lately, the chance for frost still
exists, making it risky to plant
vegetables yet. Meanwhile,
the group has planted four fruit
trees near the Community Cen-
ter.

Cahalan plans also to draw
on the principles of square foot
gardening, where planting is
done in blocks rather than rows
and gardeners usually reach
into the raised beds to garden,
rather than walking on and,
thus, compacting the soil.

Three more workshops are
planned with the next one be-
ing held on Sunday, April 25
at the Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center. More information
about that workshop will be
available within the next two
weeks. Most likely, a pot luck
meal will be part of it. All are
invited.

Cremation
Service

Donald V. Borgwardt

Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated

4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751
(301) 937-1707

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

McAndrew & Zitver

Attorneys at Law

Over 120

Civil, Criminal, & Traffic Matters, DW| & DUI, Personal Injury,
Business Law & Incorporations, Estate Planning &
Administration (Wills & Trusts), Family Law and GHI Closings

301-220-3111
7500 Greenway Center Dr., #600. Greenbelt, MD

years service

53M RIDGE RD
DYNAMITE & BEAUTIFUL REMODELED 2BR WITH
REFINISHED HDWD FLRS, MAPLE KITCHEN

CABINETS, NEW APPLIANCES, LOVELY UPDATED BATH

AND MUCH MORE. LARGE DECK/CONCRETE
PATIO/FENCED YD.

Call Kelly Tate Taylor Properties
410-991-8404 direct line, 410-224-0155 off.

List Price $142,785

PHOTOS BY STEVEN R. KANE

Bob Cahalan and Konrad Herling dig a hole to plant fruit trees on

the Community Center lawn.

GHI Settlements
Real Estate Settlements
Wills and Estates

Law Offices of David R. Cross
301-474-5705

30 Years of Legal Experience
Roosevelt Center

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traftic/Criminal

Kim Walsh throws dirt into square foot garden
on Community Center lawn.
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HURRY!! _DON’T WAIT!
DON’T _MISS _OUT _ON
$8,000 TAX CREDIT. YOU
MUST HAVE A RATIFIED
CONTRACT __NO __ LATER
THAN APRIL 30, 2010. SET-
TLEMENT NO LATER THAN
JUNE 30, 2010

GREENBELT HOMES
COMMUNITY WIDE
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 11th
12:30—4:00

The following units will be
OPEN:

*4-C Hillside $174,900
(2 Bedroom Brick)
*23-B Ridge $169,900
(3 Bedroom Block)

*7-Q Research
(UNDER CONTRACT)

*14-J Laurel Hill $151,000
(2 Bedroom Frame)
*5-C Gardenway$129,900

« No Cost Consulrations
o Our of Town Arrangements
« In Home Consultarions

( YNGASCH’S

Funeval Home, pA.

Serving Families in the Greenbelt Area
... Since 1858

« Traditional Funcral Services

Visit our website at: wmaw,gaschs.com

301-927-6100
4739 Baltimore Avenue + Hyattsville, MD 20781

Family Owned and Operated for Five Generations

« Pre-Planned Funerals
+ Cremation
» Memorial Services

+ Visa, MC, AmExpress

(2 Bed WIDE)
*8-B Research $84,900
(1 Bedroom-LOWER)
*42-1 Ridge $119,000
(2 Bedroom WIDE)

*51-F Ridge
(UNDER CONTRACT)
*8-E Research $87,500
(1 Bedroom-UPPER)
*23-P Ridge $179,900
(3 Bedroom Block-END)

Jeannie Smith
[Realtor/Salesperson, GRI
Cell: 301-442-9019
0: 800-346-1117 x106
Branch: 115 Centerway
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