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New songbook/CD set release: 

Singing the Chesapeake: Children’s Songs by Tom Wisner 

 

This long awaited collection of children’s songs by Tom 

Wisner, “Bard of the Chesapeake,” shares the living, 

streaming echoes of a unique, lifelong dedication and 

creative act of service – Wisner’s deep commitment to 

environmental education and awareness, which he shared 

through many art forms, but especially through music.   

 

Like all great artists, Tom Wisner, who died in April 2010, was drawn to a few central 

themes: the natural wonder of the Chesapeake Bay, the mystery of our own unity within 

the life web of nature, the flowing water of generations, and our vital connections with 

the natural world. These themes are reflected in his songs, such as “Made of Water,”  

“Dribus Go the Rain,” “Talked to the Heron,” “Sunshine,” and “Dredgin’ is My 

Drudgery.” The book also includes songs by long time collaborator Teresa Whitaker and 

Tom’s son, Mark Wisner. 

 

Tom wrote many songs, but the ones in this collection are those he sang often with 

children and groups of educators throughout the Chesapeake Bay region. The songs 

themselves are celebrations of imagination and wonder, and what it means to be 

“Chesapeake Born.” 

 

This songbook is compiled and crafted by Teresa Whitaker in editorial collaboration with 

Frank Schwartz and Kathleen and Michael Glaser. All are artists, educators and long time 

collaborators with Wisner. Working with personal correspondence and recordings, as 

well as archived materials, Whitaker has sought to bring forth the educational 

philosophies that underlie many of Wisner’s songs.   

 

The songbook is enhanced with Wisner's artwork and writings, his students’ artwork and 

photos by other artists. It is a strong resource for Chesapeake Bay region teachers and 

supports the implementation of the Maryland’s new environmental literacy standards, 

the first in the United States. 

 

Included with the songbook is a CD of the songs, including some tracks never heard or 

recorded before and some of Tom singing with children. The CD was produced by Jim 

Fox, of Lion and Fox Recording Studios. 

 

The songbook/CD set is available from:   

Finding Home Productions: www.findinghomeproductions.com 

Chestory, a project of CHEARS: www.chestory.org  

Calvert Marine Museum Store in Solomons, MD  



 

ISBN 978098496362151995 

• 56 pages, b/w, 26 sheet music and lyrics, 38 illustrations with color cover 

• 24 CD tracks, including some never heard or recorded before and some featuring 

Tom Wisner and his students 

• Book/CD set designed to support Maryland’s environmental literacy education 

standards 

 

For more information, contact Finding Home Productions and Teresa Whitaker at 

ftzj@cox.net or chestory@gmail.com. 

 

Wisner’s other works: 

• Gather ‘Round Chesapeake – Tom Wisner’s Vision – edited by Sara Ebenreck 

Leeland ,   www.saraleelandbooks.net 

• Center for the Chespeake Story (Chestory) Collection and Virtual Archive – a 

digital archive of Wisner’s regional stories and songs http://www.chesapeake-

envliteracy.org.  Collection located at the Calvert Marine Museum in Solomons, 

MD 

• Wisner’s digital music: www.CDBaby.com , www.itunes.apple.com  

• Wisner’s CD’s: www.findinghomeproductions.com, www.chestory.org,  

www.folkways.si.edu,  

  


